
BASIC AUTOMOTIVE INSTRUCTIONS 

These instructions are designed to give you a basic knowledge of the Navajo County Vehicle you drive.  

Please take the time to review you Fleet Operations Guide as well as your Vehicles Owner’s Manual.  

Safety is our number one concern here at Navajo County. If at any time you do not 

feel comfortable performing any of the basic task’s please call one of the Navajo 

County Repair shops. All Navajo County repair shops will be happy to help you in 

any way they can, you can find their number in the Fleet Operations Guide located 

in the vehicles glove box. 

Check Engine Light OR Service Engine Soon: This light is a warning that means your vehicles 

computer has determined that there is a problem. Pay attention to whether or not your vehicle runs or 

drives any differently when the light comes on. If there is no change in the vehicle performance, you can 

drive the vehicle. Make sure the car is not overheating or has low oil pressure etc., and that no other 

warning lights are on. Call your Navajo County Repair shop and have your vehicle checked as soon as 

possible. 

Tire Pressure Warning Light: The tire pressure warning light is an icon on your dash that looks like a 

cut-away of a tire. The light will come on when your air pressure in your tires are low. Have pressure 

checked as soon as possible. This is also a warning you may be getting a flat tire. If the warning light 

comes on while driving-especially on the highway, then it is best to find a safe place to stop. In a safe 

manner get out of your vehicle and check all 4 tires. Check for a low are sagging tire. Change if needed 

or call for assistance.  

Jump Starting Your Vehicle: First make sure both vehicles are turned off and in park with the 

emergency brakes set. Next determine which terminals are positive (+) and negative (-) on bot batteries. 

Look for the (+) or red indicator for the positive side and the black (-) for the negative side. Your jumper 

cables are color marked. Red is (+) and black is (-). Attach the red (+) end of one cable to the red (+) of 

the good battery, and the other red end to the red (+) on the battery you are jumping. Now attach your 

black (-) to the good battery and the other end to the black (-) of the battery you are jumping. Make 

certain everyone is clear of the engine compartment an start the car with the god battery, let the car 

with the good battery run for 1-2 minutes to charge the battery you are jumping. Now you can start the 

car with the dead battery. Remove the jumper cables that you installed in reverse order that you 

installed them.  NEVER LET THE JUMPER CABLE END TOUCH TOGETHER! 

Changing A Flat Tire: Pull off the road onto a safe place. Make sure the vehicle is on level ground. Put 

the vehicle in park and set the parking brake. Turn the engine off and turn on your hazard lights. You 

may want to open the hood to indicate the other drivers that you are stopping for repairs. At this time 

check your owner’s manual for the safe and correct way to change a flat tire. Remove all the tools you 

will need from the vehicle; Jack, lug wrench, spear tire etc. Remove the hubcap if necessary. Turn the lug 



wrench counter clockwise to loosen the nuts. Carefully jack up your vehicle a little higher then necessary 

to remove the flat tire and install your spare tire. Reinstall your lug nuts in a star pattern and snug them 

up to the wheel. Lower the jacks until the tire is on the ground and tighten the lug nuts as much as you 

can. Now remove the jack. Reinstall all your tools back into your vehicle.  NEVER GET UNDER THE 

VEHICLE WHEN IT IS JACKED UP! 

If at any time you do not feel comfortable performing any of these tasks, please 

call on of the Navajo County repair shops for assistance. 

  


